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Hear Tom’s confirmation verse, John 8:31-32, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."   
 
Dear Nancy, Chris, Karen, and Scott, family and friends of our dear departed brother, 

Thomas John Peil, 
 
Life.  Tom’s sudden, totally unexpected death reminds each of us just how precious and 
fragile our earthly life really is.  His death should prompt each of us to pray the words of 
Psalm 90:  “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” (v12).  It is extremely difficult to see a man who was so full of life, who enjoyed 
his life, who loved his life—his wife, children, grandchildren, his church family, who faithfully 
used his skills and his God-given talents in service to his Savior and his friends, lying dead 
in a casket.  Yes, Tom was full of life and he used his life well.  Everyone who knew Tom, 
knew that he was a Christian.  He served as a church officer, on church boards, as an 
usher, and Trinity’s unofficial electrician.  He made sauerkraut and he and Nancy put on a 
whole supper to help support our Living Christmas Card, which Tom was a huge part of.  I 
think he sang in church choirs since he was 14 years old and was planning to host our 
adult choir picnic this fall.  He made wonderful wine and loved sharing it with others.  He 
loved helping others and was generous with himself and what he had.  He enjoyed a wide 
variety of things like singing in barbershop quartets, the Detroit sports teams—especially 
the Tigers, bowling, amusement parks, bird feeding and watching, traveling, and going on 
color tours.  Most of all, he enjoyed being and doing things with the love of his life, Nancy.  
How fitting that he was holding her hand when our Lord plucked him from this earth and 
took him home to heaven.   
 
Yet, as good a man as Tom was, he was a sinner, like each of us.  He had his faults and 
failings, just as we all do.  He was blessed to be a Christian his entire life.  As a Christian, 
Tom knew God’s law and was fully aware that he broke that law every day of his life.  He 
knew the will of God, yet at times he rebelled against that holy will.  Do you need proof of 
that?  His death is the evidence, “for the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
 
But as a Christian, Tom knew the second half of that verse as well:  “but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  You see, Tom was not a good guy because he felt 
he had to be to make up for his sins.  Tom didn’t sing for God and put in all those volunteer 
hours at church because he was trying to get on God’s good side.  Tom was not a loving 
husband, father, and grandfather or a faithful friend because he was trying to earn 
forgiveness and eternal life.  By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the Means of 
Grace—the Gospel in the Word, Baptism, and Holy Communion—Tom knew that God had 
already given him the gift of salvation, forgiveness, and “eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  Tom was a good guy, willing volunteer, loving husband, father, grandfather and 
faithful friend because he knew Jesus as his Savior and that heaven was his home.  Tom 
was all those things because he was at peace with God and wanted to show God his love 
and gratitude for all that God had done for him.   
 
And that is where Tom’s confirmation verse comes in.  Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples.”  If you hold onto something, that means you do 
not let it go.  You keep it with you at all times.  That’s what Jesus said to do with his 



Thomas John Peil Funeral Sermon, Friday, August 15 2014 

 

2 
 

teaching.  Tom gave a fine example of holding onto Jesus’ teaching.  He was in worship 
each week.  He led a small group Bible study for spiritual growth.  He knew Bible passages 
and hymns by heart.  When he didn’t understand a portion of Scripture, he asked for an 
explanation so that he could understand and benefit from it.  Each week in worship and 
every time he received Holy Communion he confessed his sins, repented of them, rejoiced 
to hear the forgiveness of his sins, and resolved to amend his sinful life with the help of the 
Holy Spirit.  Children of Tom, your father taught you many things, many good things.  
Please, do not miss or ignore this lesson that he taught you by word and example:  hold on 
to Jesus’ teaching, so that you are really his disciple.   
 
If you, if we all do that, then, also like Tom, “you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free."  The truth that is spoken of here is not just facts and figures.  You may know 
the Bible well.  You may have Bible passages memorized.  You may know every Bible story 
and be able to explain its significance.  You may have every word of the Bible 
memorized…and still not know the truth.  The truth here is not just facts.  Jesus said, "I am 
the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6).  To know the truth is to have a personal relationship with Jesus as your one 
and only Savior from sin.  To know the truth is to know that Jesus did absolutely everything 
necessary for your salvation and that there is nothing left for you to do.  To know the truth is 
to live your life in accordance with God’s Word and will, not because you have to, but 
because you want to out of love and gratitude to Jesus for his perfect life, innocent death, 
and glorious resurrection that are now all yours through Spirit-worked faith in him.  To know 
the truth is to know that what happened last Saturday night and early Sunday morning was 
no accident, but our Lord’s way of taking Tom home to heaven.  Jesus, the Truth, said, “In 
my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am 
going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” (John 14:2-
3).  Tom’s place was prepared and ready (probably has new windows) and so Jesus came 
to take Tom to himself so that Tom could be with him for all eternity.   
 
We mourn for Tom today.  We have lost much. I will greatly miss Tom as a friend and 
extended family member.  I know that you, Nancy, and family members feel that pain a 
thousand times more deeply.  Don’t be ashamed of the tears.  The shortest verse in the 
Bible is John 11:35, “Jesus wept.”  Jesus wept at the grave of his good friend, Lazarus, 
and Jesus knew that he was going to raise Lazarus to life.  We know that Jesus has set 
Tom free from sin and sorrow and pain—no more gimpy shoulder for Tom.  And, most of 
all, we know that Tom is enjoying heaven right now—no tears for him—and that on the last 
day of this world Jesus will raise Tom’s broken body to life and glorify it and reunite it with 
his soul, so that Tom can sing in the heavenly choir for all eternity…and I’m sure he’ll have 
some solos.  Can’t wait to hear him again!  Amen. 
 

To God be the glory, 

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 


